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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see pages 2-8, filed , with respect to the rejection(s) of 
claim(s) 17-35 under 35 USC § 103 have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a 
new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Lo et al. (US 5,91 1,044). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 17-18, 21-22, and 25-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Lo et al. - hereinafter Lo (US 5,911,044). 

As per claims 17, 21 , and 25, and 26, Lo discloses a scanner apparatus 
configured to scan image data, comprising: 

an interface configured to be connected to a terminal apparatus via a network; 
and a controller (Col 9 lines 42-47) comprising: 

a search packet receiver configured to receive, from the terminal 
apparatus, a search packet, the search packet being utilized to search for a scanner 
apparatus connectable to the terminal apparatus, (Col 12 lines 50-58, Col 19 lines 8-28) 

a response transmitter configured to transmit, to the terminal apparatus, a 
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response to the search packet, (Col 12 lines 59-62) 

a receiver configured to receive, from the terminal apparatus, terminal 
information, the terminal information including an IP address of the terminal apparatus, 
after the response to the search packet is transmitted to the terminal apparatus, and 
(Col 15 lines 10-32, Col 17 lines 56-67) 

a transmitter configured to transmit to the terminal apparatus, the canned image 
data, based on the IP address of the terminal apparatus included in the received 
terminal information. (Col 16 lines 54-64) 

As per claims 18 and 22, Lo disclose the scanner apparatus of claim 17 wherein 
the search packet includes identification information, the identification information 
identifying the terminal apparatus, and the response transmitter transmits, to the 
terminal apparatus, the response to the search packet, when the identification 
information of the search packet matches identification information of the scanner 
apparatus. (Col 12 lines 50-62) 

As per claims 27, 29, and 31, Lo disclose the scanner apparatus according to 
claim 17, wherein the response transmitter does not transmit, to the terminal apparatus, 
the response to the search packet, when the identification information of the search 
packet does not match identification information of the scanner apparatus. (Col 16 lines 
4-9) 



Application/Control Number: 10/057,912 
Art Unit: 2141 



Page 4 



As per claims 28, 30, and 32, Lo disclose the scanner apparatus according to 
claim 17 wherein the identification information identifying the terminal apparatus 
comprises a group name of the terminal apparatus, and the response transmitter 
transmits, to the terminal apparatus, the response to the search packet, when the group 
name of the search packet matches a group name of the scanner apparatus. (Col 8 
lines 34-41) 

As per claims 33-35, Lo discloses the scanner apparatus according to claim 17, 
wherein the search packet receiver is configured to receive a search packet that is 
broadcast by the terminal apparatus. (Col 19 lines 18-28) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 19-20 and 23-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Lo (US 5,91 1 ,044) in view of Idehara et al. - hereinafter Idehara (US 

2002/0038372) 
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As per claims 19 and 23, Lo disclose the scanner apparatus according to claim 
17. Lo discloses further comprising a memory configured to store data and an input 
configured to input information, wherein the terminal information the IP address of the 
terminal apparatus, the controller stores the IP address of the terminal apparatus in the 
memory, the controller obtains, from the memory, the IP address of the terminal 
apparatus. (Col 15 lines 10-32) 

Lo fails to disclose inputs a password, associating password with ip address, and 
transmitting to terminal apparatus, the scanned image data , based on obtained IP 
address. Idehara discloses inputs a password, associating password with ip address, 
and transmitting to terminal apparatus, the scanned image data , based on obtained IP 
address. ([0137], [0142], The device information of the scanner 10 contains the 
connection information required for establishing the connection between the portable 
terminal 40 and the scanner 10 via the local interface 17 and the network 30, [0154]; 
Figure 8: item S209, [0285]) 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to disclose inputs a password, associating password with ip 
address, and transmitting to terminal apparatus, the scanned image data , based on 
obtained IP address. Idehara discloses inputs a password, associating password with 
ip address, and transmitting to terminal apparatus, the scanned image data , based on 
obtained IP address in the disclosure of Lo. The motivation for doing do would have to 
implement the security function. ([0285]) 
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As per claims 20 and 24, Lo disclose the scanner apparatus according to claim 
17. These limitation are similar to that of claim 19, however replaces a password with a 
username. Lo fails to disclose input a username associated with IP address. Idehara 
disclose inputs a username, associating a username with IP address, and transmitting 
to terminal apparatus, the scanned image data , based on obtained IP address. 
([0137],[0146]; [0285]; Figure 8: item S209, login name reads on the limitation for a 
username) At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to disclose in the disclosure of Lo. The motivation for 
doing do would have been to identify the user and to implement the security function. 
([0138],[0285]) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chirag R. Patel whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7966. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 7:30AM to 
4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia, can be reached on (571) 272-3880. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
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PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pairdirect.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll free). 
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